introduction 


These  free  student-oriented  programs  are 
conducted  by  our  professional  staff  and  are 
available  Monday  through  Friday,  9  a  m.  to 
4  p.m.;  reservations  are  required. 

Programs  last  approximately  one  hour 
depending  on  subject  matter  and  age  level 
of  students.  Most  programs  include  a  film  or 
a  narrated  slide  presentation.  When  appropri¬ 
ate,  artifacts,  animal  skins,  mounts,  plants, 
ethnic  clothing  items  or  other  relevant  speci¬ 
mens  and  objects  may  be  examined  by 
students. 

Specially  designed  programs  can  be  arranged 
upon  request  for  any  special  interest  group. 

For  reservations  and  additional  information 
on  our  special  programs,  school  tours  and 
group  services,  please  contact  the  Education 
Section  of  the  Illinois  State  Museum,  Spring 
and  Edwards,  Springfield,  Illinois  62706,  or 
telephone  (217)  782-5993  between  10  a  m. 
and  2  p.m. 


programs  for  school  groups  .  .  . 


Deer  in  the  Forest 

This  is  an  enjoyable  program  of  natural 
sounds  and  natural  history;  of  birds  such  as 
cardinals,  bluejays  and  woodpeckers;  of 
mammals  such  as  foxes,  rabbits,  otters  and 
coyotes.  (Grades  K-2) 

Understanding  the  Earth 

Rocks,  minerals,  crystals  and  fossils  are  used 
extensively  to  demonstrate  origins  of  rocks, 
the  formation  of  economically-important 
minerals,  and  the  information  contained  in 
fossils.  Also  included  are  the  roles  volcanoes 
and  earthquakes  play  in  shaping  the  Earth's 
surface.  There  will  be  a  critique  of  a  30- 
minute  film  which  interprets  the  geological 
evolution  of  the  Grand  Canyon  and  Colorado 
plateau.  This  is  a  specially  designed  program 
for  students  at  any  grade  level.  (Grades  1-12) 

Habitat  Hike 

Discovery  is  challenging;  this  program 
encourages  self-learning  and  discovery 
through  observation.  Second  graders,  after 
viewing  the  slide  show,  are  guided  through 
the  natural  history  exhibit  area.  Third  and 
fourth  graders  will  be  asked  to  search  the 
exhibits  for  answers  to  a  questionnaire. 
(Grades  2-4) 

Natural  History  of  Illinois 

A  brief  description  of  the  topography  of 
Illinois  is  followed  by  the  chronological  story 
of  prehistoric  conditions  —  formation  of  the 
earth,  a  shallow  sea  covering  Illinois,  the 
Paleozoic  fern  forests,  the  glaciers,  the  now- 
extinct  animals,  with  emphasis  on  those  that 
once  roamed  this  state.  Present-day  plants 
and  animals  of  Illinois  are  also  discussed. 
(Grades  4-8) 


Call 


The  Indians  of  North  America 

Prehistoric  hunters  migrated  from  Siberia  into 
Alaska  as  they  followed  herds  of  bison  and 
mammoths  down  the  west  coast  of  America. 
This  slide  program  interprets  Indians  of  our 
country  —  their  personalities,  artifacts  and 
cultures.  (Grades  1-5) 

Archaeology  and  Prehistoric  Indians  of  Illinois 

The  history  of  peoples  in  Illinois  and  the 
Midwest,  from  the  first  inhabitants  of  about 
20,000  years  ago  to  the  arrival  of  the  French 
in  1673,  is  summarized  in  exciting  detail. 
(Grades  6-12) 


217)  782-5993 


Historic  Indians  in  Illinois  through  1800 

The  sound-slide  program  presents  the  stereo¬ 
typical  image  of  the  American  Indian  as 
viewed  in  movies  and  on  television,  and 
compares  this  image  with  the  realities  of 
Indian  life  in  Illinois.  The  program  continues 
to  survey  the  life  styles  of  Illinois  Indians, 
focusing  particularly  on  the  period  around 
1750.  (Grades  1-5) 

Illinois:  1673  through  1912 

Beginning  with  the  visits  of  Father  Marquette 
and  Louis  Joliet  to  Indian  villages  along  the 
Illinois  River,  and  ending  with  the  era  of  the 
livery  stable  and  the  nickelodeon,  the  story 
of  Illinois  is  told  as  it  is  illustrated  in  the 
Museum's  27  dioramas:  "The  Story  of  Illi¬ 
nois"  and  the  "Carson  Miniatures."  (Grades 
6-12) 

Peoples  of  the  Past 

For  thousands  of  years  before  the  arrival  of 
Europeans,  this  continent  was  inhabited  by 
Native  American  Indians.  The  Museum's  new 
anthropology  hall  —  featuring  four  life-sized 
dioramas  —  recreates  the  lives  of  these 
prehistoric  Americans.  This  program  intro¬ 
duces  students  to  Midwestern  prehistory  with 
emphasis  on  activities  in  the  new  exhibit 
hall.  (Grades  1-8) 


Thanksgiving  at  the  Illinois  State  Museum 

A  25-minute  film  recreates  the  Pilgrims' 
journey  to  the  New  World  and  their  struggle 
for  survival  that  nearly  ended  in  tragedy. 
Students  may  handle  Indian  artifacts,  as  well 
as  plant  and  animal  specimens.  The  program 
is  available  in  October  and  November.  Early 
reservation  is  advised.  (Grades  1-8) 

The  Pioneers  and  How  They  Lived 

This  program  explains  Illinois  pioneer  life  as 
it  was  lived  in  New  Salem  and  other  similar 
villages.  (Grades  2-6) 


Thanksgiving  at  the  Illinois  State  Museum 

A  25-minute  film  recreates  the  Pilgrims' 
journey  to  the  New  World  and  their  struggle 
for  survival  that  nearly  ended  in  tragedy. 
Students  may  handle  Indian  artifacts,  as  well 
as  plant  and  animal  specimens.  The  program 
is  available  in  October  and  November.  Early 
reservation  is  advised.  (Grades  1-8) 

The  Pioneers  and  How  They  Lived 

This  program  explains  Illinois  pioneer  life  as 
it  was  lived  in  New  Salem  and  other  similar 
villages.  (Grades  2-6) 


and  more 


•  •  • 


Interpreting  Art 

This  program  introduces  students  to  the 
basic  elements  of  art  —  line,  shape,  light, 
texture  and  color.  By  use  of  illustrative 
examples,  these  elements  are  explored  in  the 
world  around  us  and  in  actual  works  of  art. 
To  provide  a  greater  understanding  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  art,  students  are  invited  to  react 
and  respond  to  the  works  they  see.  (Grades 
3-6) 

Springfield  and  Lincoln  Country 

This  audiovisual  program  discusses  the 
important  position  of  Springfield  in  the 
developing  history  of  our  nation,  and  the 
interrelationships  of  such  significant  local  his¬ 
torical  sites  as  Lincoln's  home,  New  Salem 
and  the  Old  State  Capitol.  It  concludes  with 
a  discussion  of  the  Illinois  State  Museum;  its 
exhibits  in  natural  history,  anthropology  and 
art;  and  the  way  some  of  the  exhibits  are 
created.  (Grades  1-12) 


something  special  .  .  . 

A  Place  For  Discovery 

This  special  exhibit  and  study  area  contains 
scientific  specimens,  artifacts,  and  other 
objects  of  interest  to  be  handled  and  studied 
by  all  class  members.  It  is  suited  for  school 
groups  of  all  ages,  as  well  as  students  who 
are  visually  or  physically  handicapped.  Class 
and  other  group  visits  that  involve  a  formal 
program  of  about  one  hour's  length  are 
arranged  by  appointment  only.  When  calling 
the  Museum,  ask  for  the  Coordinator  of  A 
Place  For  Discovery  for  further  information 
and  to  arrange  reservations.  Hours  are: 
Tuesday  through  Saturday,  8:45  a  m.  to  4:40 
p.m.;  Sunday,  1:45  p.m.  to  4:40  p.m.  Closed 
Monday.  Telephone:  (217)  782-6044. 


Publications 

The  Museum  has  an  extensive  publications 
program.  It  includes:  The  Living  Museum ,  an 
illustrated  quarterly  interpreting  the  natural, 
anthropological  and  art  history  of  the  State 
of  Illinois;  Storv  of  Illinois  Series ,  booklets  on 
history  and  natural  history;  Popular  Science 
Series ,  publications  more  comprehensive  than 
the  Story  of  Illinois  Series;  Scientific  Papers 
Series;  and  Reports  of  Investigations.  A  list  of 
all  museum  publications  is  available  at  the 
Information  Desk  or  by  written  request. 

Library 

The  Museum  Library  has  collections  of 
scientific  and  technical  publications  related 
to  the  Museum's  disciplines.  Materials  are 
available  to  the  public  during  Museum  hours, 
Monday  through  Friday,  for  use  in  the 
Library's  reading  room.  Telephone  (217) 
782-6623. 

Programs  on  a  Sunday  Afternoon 

Films,  travelogs  and  slide-illustrated  lectures 
in  the  Thorne  Deuel  Auditorium  are  pre¬ 
sented  on  15  Sundays  between  November 
and  March.  These  free  programs  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  are  less  than  60  minutes  long  and 
start  at  2:30  p.m. 
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Field  Study  and  Art  Adventure  Tours 

A  variety  of  tours  in  natural  history, 
archaeology  and  art  appreciation  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Museum's  Education  Section 
and  the  Illinois  State  Museum  Society.  They 
range  in  length  from  one  day  to  three  weeks, 
and  are  not  recommended  for  persons  under 
15  years  of  age.  Schedules  of  tours  and  de¬ 
scriptive  brochures  for  individual  tours  are 
available  upon  request  from  the  Education 
Section. 

Saturday  Film  Adventure  Series 

Feature-length  movies  —  selected  primarily 
for  their  educational/entertainment  value  — 
are  offered  on  10  consecutive  winter  Satur¬ 
days  for  children  and  young  adults.  The 
series  begins  the  second  Saturday  in  January. 
Each  movie  is  shown  at  9  a  m.,  11  a  m.,  and 
1  p.m.  There  is  no  charge. 


you  may  also  wish  to  visit  .  .  . 

Dickson  Mounds  Museum,  located  66  miles 
northwest  of  Springfield,  is  one  of  the  few 
on-site  archaeological  museums  in  the  Mid¬ 
west.  Call  (309)  547-3721  for  more 
information. 
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